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Women's Hair: Shortening and Shaving 



Ql. What is the ruling on hair-cut for women if it is done with husband’s 

permission? 

A. Shortening it slightly is permissible. Cutting it short so that it looks 
like men’s hair or having a hair-style similar to that of movie stars and 
other Kafirs is a grave sin. 

B. Husband’s permission, even order, cannot make a prohibited hairstyle 
lawful. 

Q2. If a woman prays with her hair folded, will her prayer become invalid? 

A. Folding the hair into a bun is permissible inside Salah and outside, 
provided it is hidden under cloth. Having the bun over the center of 
head like a camel’s hump is Makriih. 

Download Women's Hair: Shortening and Shaving from Archive. 

Read Women's Hair: Shortening and Shaving at Wordpress. 

Read Women's Hair: Shortening and Shaving at Blogspot. 

Read Women's Hair: Shortening and Shaving at Issuu. 

Read Women's Hair: Shortening and Shaving at Scribd. 


The Detail 


Women shouldn't resemble men 


ail! (J (3-3 ;au! AjC- (Jll LaH-iai dlkami 3] ^ 4 jCtJ •3JC’ (jc- 

y. ® ^ ® '**23 i o ^ ^ ^ ^ o ^ ( 

V n ;a1uj j a^c. iiil ^ Urp 

jtj ail! i- 4 g jltnall - ■‘di.ja-a]! 

\ A * Alma) _ ( _ 5 JaC-l Laj (jllallj (_y«AiJlj 


Allah’s Prophet ^ t^^said: Three types of people will not enter 
Jannah and on the Day of Judgment Allah the Merciful will not cast a sight 
of mercy on them: 


1. A person who disobeys his parents, 

2. A masculinized woman, the one who resembles a man, and 
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3. A man without a sense of honor who lets his wife commit adultery, a 
cuckold 1 . 

The holy Prophet fiAs C 5 ^adds two more to the category who will be 
deprived of Allah’s merciful sight: a heavy wine-drinker, and a person who 
reminds a beneficiary of his generosity. (Musnad Ahmad 6180) 


Allah’s mercy is something even the holy Prophet Je. Mil ^I-=will need to enter Jannah 2 . 
Allah is as much an owner of his creation as you are of your pricey smartphone. Who can fault 
you if you burn it into flames? (Hey guys in this video i'm going to burn a smartphone if you like 
the video thumbs up 3 ) Who can fault Allah if he does the same? However, a wise Allah-fearing 
Muslim will never do this, so will the Merciful and Beneficent Allah. 

A woman who looks like a man falls into this hapless category which won’t be allowed into 
Jannah. Deprived of Allah’s loving sight, she will also have no hope of reduction in punishment, 
or shortening of sentence. 

There is also a general Hadith which forbids resemblance to Kafirs: A person who takes up the 
appearance of any commun ity will be considered as one of theirs 4 . 

These Hadiths make it clear that taking up the style, whether hair or dress, of the Kafirs - in 
particular their high priests, their leaders, their actors, their stars - is Haram. It becomes twofold 
Haram when a woman’s style is meant to resemble a man’s as well. And why would a Muslim 
woman even bother with keeping up with the latest fashion introduced by the most recent dancing 
monkey in the movie released yesterday? She has much better things to do: to pray to Allah, to 


1 Ad Dayyuth is a man who feels no sense of honour and envy regarding his wife. (Al Mausu'atul 
Fiqhiyyatul Kuwaitiyyah 21/96) 

aAJI V Ajtlj 11 Axjij a : ’ ir_ Ail ^ Ail y j^y yc. yj yc. tA^jl yc. yj yj a.*-*, t yj CA 

itjuyll <> Cjjp Ua LaI au! jiuJ) Ij CIijjaII ' IAjI 

."J && Akjili ;UH Jb. fa Jlu " ;Ji 

Allah's Prophet ck. Ail said: "Three types of people will never enter Jannah: the cuckolds among 

men, the masculinized among women, and the heavily drunk." 

Sahabah asked: "We know the heavy drunkards. But who are the cuckolds?" 

"A person who doesn't care who visits his wife." 

"And who are the masculinized women?" 

"Those who resemble the men." (Shu'abul Iman by Al Baihaq'f 10,310) 

2 Muslim 2816 

V J» i/JUs Ail /) jIjj tj ?illljl yj :dkj cJta «aT ic. f I. 1 SJ ^ V; yj)) Cl glaj <llc. Ail L5 ltca Ail (Jjly yc. tojjjA ^1 yc. 

y£]y A^.y j aa« Ail yjAaiSj yi yi tylM 

Allah's Prophet vt A>' said: "Nobody's deeds can ever be enough to protect him from Hell." 

A person asked: "Not even yours, Allah's Prophet!?" 

"Not even mine. But then Allah will envelop me in His mercy. So stay on course with moderation." 

3 https://www. youtube. com/watch?v=c0nVN9h2igQ 

4 Abu Dawud 4031: 

. "T ^ ^yl: dj y^» |4:.y clc. Ail ^ ^ Ail (JyLy (JUi 4 yjT yA yc. 

A person who takes up the appearance of another community will be considered as one of theirs. 
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turn the difficult, anxiety -filled day of her husband into a tranquil, serene night, to look after her 
child, to train him or her into a Muslim decontaminating her little angel’s mind from the poisons 
of regionalism, nationalism, liberalism, feminism and so on force-fed by school into the innocent, 
impressionable mind. 

When the Prophet 41 completed his Haj, he who always preferred long hairs between 

the ears and the shoulders, shaved it completely even though shortening was permissible. And he 
prayed: “Allah! Shower your mercy upon the shavers.” The Sahabah quite a few of whom had 
shortened their hairs prompted, “And the shorteners too, Allah’s Prophet.” 

The Prophet responded, “Allah! Have mercy upon the shavers.” What! Shavers only, once again! 
Let’s try once more. “And the shorteners, Allah’s Prophet.” 

“And upon the shorteners .” A sigh of relief! At last the shorteners among the Sahabah had got a 
portion from Allah’s Mercy invoked by the blessed tongue of the Prophet. 5 

The Hadith made it clear to the men and women among the Sahabah that hair-shorteners were 
much below the shavers in rank. So, shouldn’t the women shave too and get a share in these 
multiple blessings invoked by the Prophet? 

“Women! Head-shaving is not for you. You should shorten your hair,” declares the Prophet 6 as 
reported by Ibn 'Abbas in Abud Dawiid. Hazrat 'All and 'Aishah also report that the Prophet 
forbade women from shaving their heads. (Tirmizi, Nasai). 

And then come the jurists. Expanding upon the Prophet’s teachings, they say: 

Allamah Haskafv. If a woman cuts her hair, she is sinful and accursed even though she has 
permission from her husband. . . . The reason being it makes her look like a man. Similarly, 
cutting the beard is Haram for men. 7 

While listing out 48 rulings where women differ from men. Shaikh Ibn Nujaim Misri mentions: It 
is Sunnah for her to shave beard if it grows, and forbidden for her to shave her head 8 . 

Shihabuddin Al Hamawi explains: If a woman has some excusable difficulty like a disease or 
pain, she is allowed to shave her head. But without an excuse, she is not allowed. Head-shaving 
here means removal of hair from head whether by shaving or shortening or pulling out or through 
a chemical epilator 9 . 


5 Bukhari 1727 

iaill j] J-'-’O ^ j [3-3 ill! ail j] (ji [Lag.iC. £i)l jy-aC. (jj all I AjC- (jyC. 

ji aill ^ Vi. W V nUl 3-3 j i ((JjjlaLLUj)) [3-3 (J ^ J [I jlla « [3-3 

yy(jj^yLaLa]l j» \Aju\jW (Jl5j [al)l dmc. 3-Sj ‘3-3 t(jJJj<® 

6 Abu Dawud 1985, Tirmizi 914 

^ ^ A© J jlj> )) j' 1 pLuall ^Ic. g-l ^ c. jyaj]» [^1 1*1 J aAIc. iiil <Jd)l (Jjluj 3-3 :Jla (jji (ji 

^ ) £ (_£ .Lg_uil j isijy^i (j )\ Vi (ji ^iuij Al 1c. iili (_ 5 ^i- a alii (J jiuj [3-3 CjP" 

^ ) & (_^ j-o^yili) j si>]l jjlkj (ji AjIc- &\ tsf^ 3 (jc. 

* t H «l*Jj eij^Ji (3l^J (ji fLj AjIc. aill (Jjluj [£glc. (jc. 

7 Ad Durrul Mukhtar 6/407 

A. \>.s-xx.'a (jjW.al AC-Ua V ^ jjli jpJ-4 (j) j L 5^ ^-3 ‘ " ^ j l^i i-g-3 j) jx-iuo c" 

_Al Ajjujjli jjj-^i ^ 'i» a \\ j tAjlaJ 

8 Al Ashbah wan Nazair 'ala Mazhabi Abi Hanifat-an Nu'man 1/278 

il^-uji j (3^ ijp’ Hj' 1 3 l.g.T'^.1 (jk (jp-^-jj 

9 Ghamzu 'Uyunil Basair fi Sharh-il Ashbah wan Nazair 3/381 

(3l^ (jc. [(jlall 
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Abul Hasan Mubarakpuri, a Ghair Muqallid scholar, writes 10 : Shortening the hair too much till it 
gets close to the hair root reduces woman’s beauty (and hence has similar ruling as head- 
shaving). ... 

1. That head-shaving (and extreme shortening) was not the practice of the women of Sahabah 
and later Aslaf is a well-known fact which none but a stubborn would contradict. The 
proponents of head-shaving are proposing something that goes against the well-known 
custom of Muslims of all ages. According to a Sahih Hadith, the action of a person who goes 
against our custom is rejected 11 . 

2. A woman shaving or shortening her head extremely, tries to resemble a man as this hair style 
is the practice of men alone. In a Sahih Hadi'th, Allah’s Prophet Ale. ail has cursed 
women who try to look like men 12 . 

3. Allah’s Prophet Ale A A- 3 has prohibited Muthlah 11 (mutilation). That shaving (and 
extreme shortening) of head is mutilation and deformation of a woman’s natural appearance 
is borne out by the fact that a woman’s hair is one of the greatest markers of her beauty. The 
natural sensibily of all reasonable people testifies to this. While describing women’s beauty, 
writers and poets across all ages and cultures are unanimous that dark hair of a woman is the 
prettiest jewel on her body. 

Abul Hasan Mubarakpuri concludes that the fashion of women shortening their hair close to 
hair-root as has become prevalent in many countries is a European custom clashing with the 
custom of Muslim as well as pre-Islam 'Arab women. It is one of the many deviations in our 
religion, appearance and manners which has infested our times. 14 

What about the holy wives? 

Zammdar, the leading Urdu daily of pre-partition India, has a different view. On 23 Feb 1929 it 
said that women are allowed to cut short their hairs. As per a Hadith of Sahih Muslim, some of 
the holy wives would shorten their hair till it became similar to Wafrah: the hair up to ear- 
lobes 15 . 


i Ij-Sd A-jlj (ji eijA (3^ ^ t/ AlsIjS (Jjijl -ArA 

ji s. Vn jl Jj-saS ji (j^ 4lll3] W-^3 JpuZi (J^ 4 LS^J^ ^l*-9 ^3^ ^ ^ Ua 

jxLc ® j3^ ..^Isk. jlj La] 3^3^^ *^3^3 03~\-^ 

10 Mir'atul Mafati'h Sharh Mishkatul Masabi'h by Abul Hasan 'Abdullah Al Mubarakpuri' (d. 1414 AH) 9/266 

11 Bukhari 2697 

«Jj ^ 13b Cll-lki (j-a» 431c. ^ (Jj^O <3^ ^jJaj (jf, 

12 Abu Dawud 4097 


«*Luu]Li JUjII 3*® AjI» luj AjIc. 3^1 Cf" 3^ CP" 

Allah's Prophet cursed women looking like men and men who look like women. 

13 Bukhari 2474 


~ o-lk JA j - L ts 3 33^ 3^ ^1 ^JC. c“ \x axu 4C13-4 3^ Is 1 n.W t 




Lj^Lj] LST 3? f- 1 

//AJAaII 0 'iC, j .1 0 4 -lic, iill 


The Prophet fAj Ale al forbade robbery and mutilation of bodies. 

14 Mir'atul Mafati'h Sharh Mishkatul Masabi'h by Abul Hasan 'Abdullah Al Mubarakpuri (d. 1414 AH) 9/267 

15 Imdadul Fatawa 4/227 
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Let us see the Hadi'th in Sahi'h Muslim 16 . 


Hazrat 'Aishah had a foster brother, 'Abdullah ibn Yazi'd 17 , and her sister Umme Kulthum had a 
foster son Abu Salamah. These two Mahrams (close relations) of Hazrat 'Aishah visited her once 
to learn from her how the Prophet performed the bath of Janabah (after sexual intercourse). As 
practical teaching is more effective than mere lecture, Hazrat 'Aishah called for a water-vessel 
and bathed on the other side of a curtain, pouring water on her head thrice. The curtain was low 
so that over it they could see Hazrat 'Aishah's head while her body remained hidden. To indicate 
that he had seen Hazrat ’Aishah pouring water over her head, Abu Salamah said at the end of 
the report: 


(Y\ * ^Lri.o) aSIc a 1 * 


j« 


The Prophet's wives used to shorten their hair till it would be like Wafrah. (Muslim 320) 


Normally, Wafrah is taken to mean hair up to ear-lobes. However, according to linguist Asma'i, 
Wafrah means hair longer than limmah which in turn means hair up to shoulders 18 . Given the 
context, it is likely that Abu Salamah used Wafrah in this sense. 


Maulana Ashraf 'All Thanawi 19 says that the reporter did not call their hair 'Wafrah', instead he 
calls it ' like Wafrah'. If the hair fit into the category of Wafrah (hair up to shoulders), there 
wouldn't have been a need to use the word ' like Wafrah'. But as there is no word in 'Arabic for 
hair lower than shoulders, the reporter used the word ' like Wafrah'. This could mean that the 
hair was longer than Wafrah, that is lower than shoulders but higher than waist. And this length 
is sufficient for making ponytails and braids. 


'Allamah Shabbir Ahmad 'Uthmani comments that the Hadi'th means that the Prophet's wives 
used to slightly shorten their hair from the end. (With a very long hair it would be difficult to 
even fold it into a bun during bath.) And they would tie it up behind their head into a hair-knot 
(bun) instead of making it into interwoven braid or non-interwoven hanging ponytail. So, the 
hair would be similar to Wafrah in that it would be limited to ear-to-shoulder region. This is the 
hair-style practiced by many widows and old women in our times. In fact during bathing, most of 
the women make their hair into a bun after washing their hair as making water reach the 
underlying skin becomes unnecessarily difficult with hair hanging low. 20 


16 Muslim 320 

. 'j-.' '' r - (jJ A-aLji jjc <jj jjc tA. 1x4 ’■ Y w jjll i Uj-lS. |(Jll Jr* llx-a (jj 4)1 '\' c - ^ j 


' JJJ ' j ’ 


jc.ll ^11 fjljlj dicla» ?<jLLsJ! qa ^Ljj aIIc 4)1 ^jjII 3-c CA 1 j - q ,ac! : >. M l bl A_4jlc t _ 5 lc 

» 0 jlj]lS (jjSj 3 ^- 3 — ■ J'- J L>5 j Alic. A))' j j' (j^J» !(J^ Clicks' j ’jL- t^JJJj 


Abu Salamah ibn 'Abdur Rahman visited Hazrat 'Aishah along with a foster brother of her. Her brother 
asked her about the Prophet's bath after sexual intercourse. She called for a vessel of water equal to a Sa 1 
and took bath from it. There was a curtain between them and her. She poured water on her head thrice. 
Hazrat Abu Salamah further says: The wives of the Prophet would cut short their hairs till they appeared 
like Wafrah (the hair up to ear-lobes). 

17 Sharhun Nawawi 'ala Muslim 4/4 

18 Sharhun Nawawi 'ala Muslim 4/4 


19 Imdadul Fatawa 4/227-228 

20 Fathul Mulhim 3/116 
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In another report, Yazi'd ibn Asam says about his aunt 21 Maimunah that she shaved her head 
during Haj. Yazi'd saw this when he was laying her in her grave. Abul Hasan Mubarakpiir'f 
comments that she probably considered Allah's Prophet's prohibition of head-shaving in Haj for 
women recommendatory, not mandatory. So she shaved her head sacrificing her beauty. 
However, later the Ummah arrived at consensus that women should shorten their hair instead 
of shaving it, for ending the Ihram-state during Haj 22 . And even for Hazrat Maimunah there is no 
evidence that she ever shaved her head except in this last Haj. 

The version of the report quoted by Hafiz Ibn Hajar in Ad Dirayah 23 mentions muhajjaman 
(having hijamah/ajppmg mark) instead of the word muhammaman (having short hairs 
sprouting forth) which is found in other versions. In that case, it would mean that Hazrat 
Maimunah had taken Hijamah-treatment in her head. In Hijamah, one or more holes are made 
into the skin and diseased blood is sucked out. So she had to shave her head to facilitate this 
Hijamah, an excusable difficulty which makes permissible what is normally prohibited. That 
Hazrat Maimunah shaved her head only once and that was a little before her death lends 
support to this view. 

Bun on head like a camel's hump is 
Makriih 

2i)l (J (Jll | (jc. (jc. (jc. Uu.lk (jj jjA j 

Q j yj ■ Jal 1 j > ti -\g x a jijii tLaA j)\ jlljl (_J&I (j a (jl fu^i» 4_llc. illl 

t^kii V t<isuSi cA2\ Aiiiis 

(Y ^ Y A ^Luwi 'j lifi qa .Ai-jj] j_j]j tl g A ij Vj 


21 Musnad Ishaq ibn Rahawaih 2031 

JtlA JAJ kj jAjAi ^ jjj 4 j 4 4r - 4)1 ^jl» (lA O 4 AjI j UjjjAl 

Ilia tL&^ia - - tjjjjUc- tj' clilik^a &LLJI l^a aUsI! ^ l&llaSa > j ■ ^ 4 . 1 A jaj 

I 4 ■ ■' fjla ^ ^ ..1 j - " ^Jajj 1 Aj ^-0^)3 (jjl bA^la ' 4 ■ j A 4 . A ’ J .1 j <JUi A-.U1 ^3 lUjHaj 

_LalaJi (jliij 1 4 ' - ' J ^ “ dl-. la djjlSj t 

Yazi'd ibn Asam reports that Allah's Prophet at ls La married Maimunah (at Sarif) when he was not 

in a state of Ihram. Later, he had his first seclusion with her (at Sarif) in a state of non-lhram. She died in 
Sarif (as well). I was present at her funeral. We buried her in a shaded region that had a construction. Ibn 
'Abbas and I - she was my mother's sister - descended into the grave. When we had placed her in her 
side-chamber ( lahd ), her head turned to a side. I collected my cloak ( rida ) and placed it below her head as 
support. Ibn 'Abbas took it out and placed it aside. He then put a soft stone below her head. She had 
shaved her head during Haj and her head was now black with short hair-growths. 

oj'jja 111 ■ ~~ ^ ■ . iJla UliAk i/jla 0^ 4 ‘. ^ j tli-ii. iLJla tA-oillS. jji UliAi. iLJla (jj ^ jjj .iaSI Lj^Ski - 4134 

Alliil ^ Uuala ciiiLoj ^ 4 3 ^ aIIc. lJjIO 0 aa jlu I ^ dA 

jjjl <j^lkla clikj AliJJaja cljUjj t lg.1 i j (JUi ASdl! ^ lAUkZaj Ilia jjjl j Ul H^jia ^a cl3j^ia tl^ja (jjil 

j i i V - £ ^ j «LolaJi ’ ? ■ ■' j ,jl£a ^ \ ^3 . “ iq W clijlSj iolalla C(_yi\ ' r - 

^ja_L-ail dllij 4 l'^k J ; jla j y j]\ - * 1 ;•* ~ j ^ \ j ^g -. j 

22 Fathul Barf by Ibn Hajar 3/565 

23 Ad Dirayah fiTakhriji Ahadithi-il Hidayah: 482 

J ^ a ti/Aa ^ -■ ^ ’ j ■ a /'iL ki jliA (ji ^ifl 1 V ' qi *- "y 4 -* a ^ ^3 jUa. 
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Hazrat Abu Hurairah reported that Allah's Messenger said: 

There are two types of Hell-dwellers whom I have not seen: 

1. People carrying with them flogs like tails of ox which they use to beat 
up people. 

2. Women who dress up yet appear naked, lean sideways and make 
others lean (towards them). Their heads would be like camel-humps 
inclined to a side. These women won't enter Jannah nor would they smell 
its fragrance even though the fragrance is perceptible from a very long 
distance. (Muslim 2128) 

In a Hadith in Musnad Ahmad, after describing these women, Allah's Prophet asks the people to 
curse them as they are accursed 24 . 

The first category refers to cruel policemen and security officials working for tyrannic governors 
(and governments ) 25 who torture the innocents. 

As for the second category of women dressed and naked at the same time, scholars say they 
cover some of their body and reveal the rest to display their beauty. Other scholars say they are 
women who wear thin clothes which reveal the color of their skin. Both kinds of women are 
present in our dark age. May Allah give us refuge from such sins and trials! Slanting and bending 
women would mean they walk with disgusting confidence and swagger. And they incline and 
bend their shoulders. Or it would mean they make others lean and get attracted towards them. 

Their heads would be like the humps of camels inclined to a side: Mufti Taqi Uthmani 26 writes 
that in our times there are some women who tie their loose hair into a bun over the center of 
their head which resembles a camel's hump. These words of the Prophet are one of his miracles 
as he announced fourteen centuries ago what these misguided and ignorant women are doing 
now. They are ignorant of the Prophet's Hadiths including this one and of things that could 
benefit them in this world and the Hereafter. 

In general, resembling the Kafirs and brazen sinners is prohibited. So, having an appearance like 
these women is also Makruh Tahri'mi'. 


24 Musnad Ahmad 6/492: 

JU. jl) 3-^.J ; J (J^xxj Cl \XAm Cji ^ AJC- 

Cllll£ tClAj jkla jJ*Al Cll^jll AJal ^g.xx ^Ac. iClaUjlc. ClAAxxl£ L-lljj) ^gAc. 

■ V* c-lixi 


25 Fathul Mulhim 12/171 by Mufti Taqi Uthmani (b. 1943) 

26 Fathul Mulhim 10/173/174 
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